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REPORT   OF    HON.    SAMUEL    A.    GREEN, 
GENERAL  AGENT  pro  tern. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  : 

GENTLEMEN,  —  At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Trustees, 
two  years  ago,  I  was  "  authorized  and  requested  to  con- 
duct the  correspondence  of  the  Board,  to  sign  checks,  and 
otherwise  to  act  under  the  advice  and  control  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee,  performing  temporarily  the  duties  of  the 
General  Agent;  "  and  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  I  was 
requested  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  for  another  year, 
under  similar  conditions  and  restrictions.  Having  per- 
formed the  duties  of  General  Agent  pro  tempore  under  this 
authority,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
Report:  — 

During  the  past  winter  and  spring  I  visited  each  of  the 
Southern  States  that  is  the  recipient  of  Mr.  Peabody's 
bounty,  with  the  exception  of  Texas;  and  I  thus  had  an 
opportunity  to  meet  and  become  acquainted  with  the  sev- 
eral Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen interested  in  the  cause  of  education.  The  trip  was 
not  only  very  agreeable,  but  highly  instructive,  and  I  was 
impressed  everywhere  with  the  zeal  and  conscientious  work 
of  the  Superintendents,  who  are  fully  alive  to  the  impor- 
tance and  needs  of  public  education.  In  Charleston,  under 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Henry  P.  Archer,  the  accomplished 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  I  visited  many  of  the 


classes  and  witnessed  their  examinations.  They  were  of 
a  high  order,  and  would  compare  favorably  with  those  in 
any  part  of  the  country.  Great  gratification  was  expressed 
on  all  sides  at  the  liberal  appropriation  made  at  the  last 
Annual  Meeting  of  this  Board  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools  in  that  city,  then  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the 
recent  earthquake;  and  I  am  confident  that  none  was  ever 
more  worthily  bestowed. 

The  following  letter   relating  to  the    appropriation    has 
been  received :  — 
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CITY  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS, 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  Dec.  2,  1886. 
HON.  SAMUEL  A.  GREEN, 

General  Agent  pro  tern.  Feabody  Education  Fitnd : 

DEAR  SIR,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  following 
Resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  held  on  the  ist  inst.  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are  due  and  herewith 
tendered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund  for  their  generous 
action  in  appropriating  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the 
schools  of  Charleston. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be  instructed  to  convey 
a  copy  of  this  Resolution  to  the  Agent  of  the  Peabody  Fund. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY  LOWNDES, 

School  Commissioner  and  Clerk  of  the  Board. 


The  influence  of  Normal  Institutes  is  felt  in  South  Caro- 
lina, as  it  is  throughout  the  South  ;  and  the  aid  given  by  the 
Board  to  this  branch  of  instruction  is  justly  appreciated. 

The  new  apportionment  of  Nashville  scholarships,  which 
became  necessary  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  seventeen  pre- 
viously assigned  to  Florida  and  Mississippi,  went  into 
operation  at  the  Normal  College  last  October.  By  this 
apportionment  all  the  States,  except  two,  received  an 


increase  in  the  number  allotted  to  them.  These  scholar- 
ships, 1 14  in  number,  are  awarded  by  the  several  State 
Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction,  after  examination; 
and  in  no  case  are  they  continued  where  the  rank  or 
standing  of  the  student  is  low,  or  where  the  promise  of 
usefulness  as  a  teacher  is  not  fair.  Their  allotment  is  now 
as  follows :  — 

Alabama .     .  13 

Arkansas 10 

Georgia      . 14 

Louisiana 8 

North  Carolina    .     .           14 

South  Carolina 10 

Tennessee .'    .  14 

Texas 9 

Virginia 14 

West  Virginia 8 
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The  standard  of  excellence  at  the  Normal  College  is 
gradually  growing  higher,  and  throughout  the  South  there 
is  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  these  positions.  The  scholarships  represent 
$200  each;  and  the  amount  for  their  support  is  sent 
directly  to  the  President  of  the  College,  who  distributes 
it  among  the  students  receiving  the  benefit,  at  the  rate  of 
$25  a  month,  from  October  until  June. 

At  the  end  of  this  Report  a  statement  is  appended  of 
the  distribution  of  the  income  of  the  Fund.  This  sum  has 
amounted  during  the  past  year  to  $70,000,  divided  as  fol- 
lows:  Scholarships,  $22,800;  Normal  Schools,  $13,000; 
Institutes,  $11,700;  Public  Schools,  $13,000;  and  Normal 
College  at  Nashville,  $9,500.  In  connection  with  this  state- 
ment the  following  extracts  from  the  several  Reports  made 
by  the  State  Superintendents  have  an  interest,  as  showing 
somewhat  in  detail  how  the  money  has  been  spent:  - 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Hon.  John  L.  Buchanan,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  sends  the  following  interesting  Report:  — 

In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
brief  Report  of  the  application  and  results  of  appropriations 
to  the  State  of  Virginia  from  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  for 
the  year  1886-87. 

The  appropriations  were  as  follows  :  — 

Scholarships,  Nashville  Normal  College $2,800 

Normal  School,  Farmville,  Va 2,000 

Normal  School,  Hampton,  Va 500 

Institutes 2,000 

PEABODY  SCHOLARSHIPS. 

The  fourteen  scholarships  allotted  to  Virginia  were  all  taken, 
and  the  appointees  in  attendance  during  the  entire  collegiate 
year,  fortunately  no  withdrawal  or  absence  from  any  cause 
having  occurred.  Their  average  rank  for  the  entire  session, 
as  shown  by  the  several  Reports  sent  me,  was,  —  in  daily 
attendance,  0,6.1  ;  in  class-work,  including  examinations,  86.1  ; 
in  teaching  ability,  84.3  :  a  very  creditable  exhibit.  Eight  of 
the  fourteen  Virginia  students  graduated  in  the  class  of  '87. 
Appointments  have  just  been  made  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus 
created.  The  estimate  in  which  these  scholarships  are  held, 
and  the  increasing  general  interest  felt  in  them,  are  shown  by 
the  fact  that  over  fifty  persons  communicated  with  this  office 
in  regard  to  them,  and  about  half  that  number  entered  the  com- 
petitive examinations  held  the  present  year. 

THE  STATE  FEMALE    NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  State  Female  Normal  School,  at  Farmville,  Virginia,  is 
increasing  in  public  confidence,  as  is  shown  by  its  increasing 
patronage.  The  enrolment  of  pupils  during  the  year  1886-87 
reaches  270,  including  the  pupils  of  the  Model  School.  A  legis- 
lative appropriation  of  $15,000  enabled  the  Board  of  Trustees 


to  erect  and  equip  during  the  past  year  a  commodious  building, 
which  furnishes  much-needed  facilities  in  the  way  of  lecture- 
rooms,  dormitories,  etc.  The  school  is  well  organized,  has  an 
able  faculty,  and  in  the  curriculum  adopted,  methods  of  in- 
struction, and  general  management,  keeps  steadily  in  view  its 
fundamental  and  distinctive  idea  ;  namely,  the  preparation  of 
teachers  for  the  public  schools. 

THE   HAMPTON  NORMAL  AND  AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE. 

Of  the  Hampton  Normal  School  (Normal  and  Agricultural 
Institute),  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  make  here  any  special  report. 
Under  the  able  and  efficient  administration  of  General  Arm- 
strong, its  almost  unexampled  career  of  usefulness  and  success 
i^  known  and  recognized  throughout  the  country.  The  total 
enrolment  of  negro  and  Indian  students  for  the  year  closing  in 
June  last  is  709.  Numbers  show  the  popular  estimate  of  the 
school ;  the  results  of  its  work  are  the  test  of  its  merit. 

In  the  organization  of  the  school  there  seems  to  have  been 
clearly  in  view  the  actual  condition,  the  deficiencies  and  wants 
of  the  negro  race.  Intellectual  development  was  therefore  by 
no  means  the  only  end,  if  even  the  leading  end,  aimed  at.  The 
substantial  elements  of  personal  character  were  recognized  as 
the  basis  of  improvement.  Honesty,  truthfulness,  sobriety,  in- 
dustry, economy,  and  intelligence  were  to  be  developed  and 
strengthened  as  absolutely  essential  to  useful  and  worthy  citi- 
zenship. Hence  the  courses  of  study,  --  literary,  industrial, 
normal, — and  the  government  and  discipline  have  been  judi- 
ciously directed  to  these  ends.  The  theory  and  practice  have 
been  consistent,  and  the  wisdom  of  both  is  vindicated  by  the 
results.  The  school  is  doing  a  great  work.  Its  graduates  are  in 
active  demand  as  teachers  for  our  public  schools,  and  are  con- 
sidered by  school  superintendents  as  among  the  best  teachers  to 
be  had. 

INSTITUTES. 

During  the  present  summer  there  have  been  held  in  the  State 
eight  Peabody  Institutes,  and  in  addition  to  these,  two  State 
and  a  number  of  County  Institutes. 


The  Peabody  Institutes  were  so  distributed  as  to  make  them 
accessible  to  a  large  number  of  teachers  at  a  comparatively 
small  travelling  expense.  Some  of  them  were  in  sections  of 
the  State  where  they  had  never  been  held  before.  One 
special  object  was  thus  to  reach  a  class  of  teachers  who  had 
never  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  Institute  instruction.  The  attend- 
ance upon  the  Institutes,  considering  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
season,  was  exceptionally  large,  and  the  work  done  highly  satis- 
factory. The  State  Superintendent  visited  all  of  the  Institutes, 
and  noted  with  great  satisfaction  the  skill,  ability,  and  fidelity 
of  the  instructors,  and  the  wide-awake  interest  and  diligence  of 
the  teachers. 

Summary  of  Peabody  Institutes  for  1887. 


NAME  OF  INSTITUTE. 

LENGTH  OF 
SESSION. 

No.  OF  TEACHERS  ENROLLED. 

TOTAL 
COST  TO 
FUND. 

White. 

Colored. 

Total. 

Powellton      .     .     . 

4  weeks. 

66 

.  .  . 

.... 

$318.16 

Farmville      .     . 

4       ., 

121 

37I-92 

Strasburg      .     . 

5       „ 

I?I 

.... 

280.00 

Pearisburg    .     .     . 

4       „ 

256 

300.00 

Fredericksburg 

4       ., 

326 

335-°° 

Culpeper  .... 

8       „ 

61 

.... 

170.00 

Lynchburg    .     .     . 

4       ,. 

185 

.... 

300.00 

Wytheville    .     .     . 

4       ,, 

48 

.... 

155.00 

Total     .... 

- 

940 

294 

',234 

$2,230.08 

Cash 


Balance  on  hand  from  1886 $325.00 

April  6,  1887,  check  from  Hon.  S.  A.  Green  2,000.00 


$2,325.00 

Cost  of  Institutes  for  1887 2,230.08 

Balance  cash  on  hand $94.92 


If  to  the  total  enrolment  above  given  there  be  added  the 
number  of  teachers  —  white,  158,  and  colored  180  —  already 
reported  as  having  been  enrolled  at  Normal  Institutes  in  session 
from  two  to  five  weeks  at  other  points  in  the  State,  the  total 
number  of  teachers  —  white,  1,098,  colored,  474 -- who  have 
received  Normal  instruction  in  Institutes  during  the  present 
summer  is  1,572. 

Our  Normal  Schools  and  Normal  Institutes  are  developing 
more  fully  the  idea  that  teaching  is  a  profession,  and  that  suc- 
cess in  it  requires  professional  training.  Their  special  work  is 
to  furnish  this  training,  and  thereby  vitalize  and  invigorate 
the  whole  public-school  system.  Therefore  in  no  department 
of  educational  work  can  funds  be  more  wisely  expended  than  in 
that  of  Normal  instuiction.  The  liberal  appropriations  to  this 
end  made  by  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Peabody 
Fund  continue  to  place  the  friends  of  popular  education  in 
Virginia  under  special  obligations. 

The  manner  in  which  the  proceeds  of  the  noble  benefaction 
of  Mr.  Peabody  have  been  dispensed,  commands  the  profound 
respect  and  gratitude  of  our  people. 


NORTH    CAROLINA. 

The  Hon.  S.  M.  Finger,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, writes :  — 

The  money  appropriated  for  last  year  has  been  applied  as 
directed  by  the  Board,  and  I  think  has  done  much  good.  We 
are  making  some  progress  in  North  Carolina.  The  graded 
schools  in  the  cities,  and  the  Normal  Institutes,  to  which  the 
Peabody  funds  are  applied,  have  done  much  to  create  a  healthy 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  public  education. 

The  scholarships  at  Nashville  are  much  sought  after.  I  have 
more  applications  than  I  can  accommodate,  and  I  am  trying  to 
impress  those  persons  who  are  sent,  with  the  idea  that  these 
scholarships  are  not  charities  to  any  individuals,  but  that  they 
are  intended  to  make  professional  teachers  for  the  South. 
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SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

The  Hon.  James  H.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Education, 
sends  an  encouraging  Report,  and  transmits  the  following 
Resolution  :  — 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  STATE  SUPT.  OF  EDUCATION, 

COLUMBIA,  S.  C.,  Sept.  15,  1887. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  held 
in  this  office  on  the  ;th  inst.,  the  following  Resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  :  — 

Resolved :  That  the  thanks  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners 
are  eminently  due,  and  through  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Education  are  herewith  respectfully  tendered,  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  for  their  generous 
and  liberal  assistance  to  South  Carolina,  particularly  after  the 
Charleston  earthquake  ;  and  desire  to  put  on  record  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  same. 

A  true  copy : 
CHAS.  M.  TEED,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Rice  says  :  — 

I  enclose  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  funds  received 
from  you  during  the  scholastic  year  ending  August  31,  1887. 
You  will  remember  that  the  schools  which  received  aid  had 
been  designated  by  my  predecessor,  and  that  I  have  only  paid 
out  the  money  after  receiving  their  reports. 

For  six  months  I  have  travelled  over  every  section  of  the 
State,  and  can  state  from  personal  inspection  that  the  schools 
aided  by  the  Peabody  Fund  have  accomplished  remarkable 
results  in  their  various  communities.  Without  exception,  they 
have  not  only  been  the  training-ground  of  the  place  of  their 
location,  but  have  been  great  incentives  to  neighboring  towns. 
Graded  schools  are  being  established  at  many  new  points,  and 
I  am  sure  it  is  impossible  to  express  in  words  the  gratifying 


results  which  have  come  from  this  supplemental  work  of  your 
Board.  Our  people  need  training,  and  the  presence  of  these 
successful  graded  schools  has  been  a  revelation  to  them.  They 
have  lightened  the  labors  of  all  friends  of  education,  and  have 
served  as  practical  models,  without  which  we  would  have  worked 
under  grave  disadvantages.  The  resolution  of  the  State  Board 
of  Examiners,  herewith  enclosed,  is  only  a  feeble  expression  of 
the  views  of  our  educators.  We  do  earnestly  urge  the  Trustees 
of  the  Fund  to  continue  their  benefactions  in  this  special  way. 
Some  of  the  most  successful  graded  schools — for  instance 
those  of  Greenville  —  have  been  in  operation  only  one  year; 
but  so  satisfactory  is  the  work  that  the  people  of  that  city 
now  propose  to  erect  public  school-houses,  to  cost  $18,000,  the 
coming  winter. 

The  Columbia  schools,  at  the  centre  of  the  State,  are  visited 
from  all  quarters,  even  from  adjoining  States.  The  schools  at 
Marion  and  Florence,  not  to  mention  others,  are  in  the  most 
successful  operation,  and  with  your  aid  will  soon  be  able  to 
stand  alone,  and  also  to  build  up  schools  in  all  the  communi- 
ties around  them.  We  do  not  believe  that  any  other  work  done, 
or  to  be  done,  in  this  State  demands  in  a  greater  degree  the 
earnest  attention  and  benefactions  of  your  Board  than  the 
supplemental  aid  to  these  prominent  localities.  There  are  half- 
a-dozen  or  more  important  places  in  other  parts  of  South 
Carolina  that  now  plead  for  aid,  and  we  believe  that  these 
schools  will  be  the  most  potent  agencies  to  secure  a  good,  free 
public  school  in  every  community  in  the  State. 

The  State  made  no  appropriation  for  State  Normal  Institutes. 
A  part  of  the  thousand  dollars  given  from  the  Peabody  Fund  for 
Institutes  was  used  to  aid  an  Inter-County  Institute  held  at  Wil- 
liamston.  This  Institute  was  of  two  weeks'  duration,  and  was 
conducted  by  Dr.  L.  R.  Klemm,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  assisted  by 
a  strong  corps  of  instructors.  The  work  was  of  a  high  order,  and 
the  exercises  were  attended  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  teachers, 
representing  all  parts  of  the  State.  Another  Inter-County  Insti- 
tute was  held  at  Sumter,  and  was  a  decided  success  both  as  re- 
gards the  character  of  the  work  and  the  numbers  in  attendance. 
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With  Institutes  at  several  other  points,  we  reached  not  less  than 
five  hundred  teachers ;  and  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  a 
thousand  dollars  given  us  another  year  for  Institutes  to  be  held 
at  various  points,  and  supplemented  by  State  aid,  which  is 
already  allowed  under  the  general  law,  will  reach  many  times 
more  teachers,  and  give' most  thorough  training.  The  teachers 
in  South  Carolina  are  generally  poor,  and  the  Institutes  in  vari- 
ous localities  meet  their  necessities  to  an  extent  utterly  unat- 
tainable by  a  State  Institute.  It  is  the  great  principle  of  all 
free  schools  that  when  the  pupil  cannot  and  will  not  go  to  the 
school,  the  school  must  be  carried  to  him.  So  I  beg  that  your 
Board  will  give  us  another  evidence  of  their  liberality  and  wis- 
dom by  continuing  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars 
for  local  Institutes.  Professor  Archer  in  Charleston,  Professor 
Johnson  in  Columbia,  and  Professor  Davis  in  the  South  Carolina 
College,  are  doing  much  to  train  teachers,  but  their  pupils  are 
available  only  by  slow  degrees ;  the  Institutes  train  teachers 
already  in  the  field. 

Of  the  ten  scholarships  allowed  this  State  in  the  Nashville 
Normal  College,  three  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session,  two  were  dropped  from  the  roll,  and  five  were  retained 
to  complete  the  course.  The  five  existing  vacancies  were  filled 
by  means  of  a  competitive  examination  held  at  this  office  on  the 
nth  ultimo. 

I  am  sure  that  the  various  training-schools  heretofore  aided 
by  your  Board  are  eminently  worthy  of  continued  support.  The 
work  done  at  the  Claflin  University  at  Orangeburg  in  this  State 
will  compare  favorably  with  that  done  at  any  training-school  in 
the  country. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  visit  Boston  and  give  you  in  person  the 
details  of  the  work  of  the  Peabody  Trust  in  South  Carolina  dur- 
ing the  year  just  closed  ;  but,  unfortunately,  I  have  been  con- 
fined to  my  room  for  some  time  past  by  an  attack  of  illness, 
and  am  therefore  unable  to  carry  out  my  intention.  The  State 
Board,  with  myself,  will  be  pleased  indeed  to  welcome  you  here, 
and  to  afford  you  every  opportunity  of  inspecting  in  person  the 
educational  work  of  the  State. 
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Statement   of  Receipts   and  Disbursements  of  Peabody  Money  by 
the    South     Carolina    Department    of    Education,     Scholastic 
Year  1886-87. 

RECEIPTS. 

Nov.  i,  1886.  To  balance  from  previous  year      .     .  $832.92 

,,      „      ,,           ,,    check 1,000.00 

»      '8     „           ,,       „           6,900.00 

Jan.  n,  1887         .,       ,,           1,000.00 

Apr.  4,      ,,            ,,       „           •  .      .      .      .  1,000.00 


$10,732.92 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


)1  tl  )) 
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»  11  »> 
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By  amount  paid  Charleston  Schools $4,000.00 

,,        ,,           ,,     Columbia  Training  School     .     .     .  1,500.00 

,,         ,,           ,,     Claflin  University 1,000.00 

,,        ,,          ,,     Spartanburg  Schools 850.00 

Greenville  Schools 850.00 

Florence  Schools 500.00 

Bamberg  Graded  School    ....  300.00 

Beaufort  College  School    ....  300.00 

Marion  Schools 150.00 

Sterling  School  (Orangeburg)     .     .  150.00 

Colored  Institute  (Columbia)      .     .  48.95 

White  Institute  (Williamston)    .     .  200.00 

,,        ,,          ,,     White  Institute  (Sumter)  ....  60.00 

Balance  on  hand  Sept.  13,  1887 823.97 

$10,732.92 

Of  the  amount  reported  above  as  unexpended  balance 
(§823.97),  tne  sum  °f  $3°°  is  due  to  the  Mitchell  Academy,  and 
will  be  disbursed  on  receipt  of  the  proper  "  Statement  "  from  the 
authorities  of  that  school.  There  will  then  remain  the  sum  of 
$523-97  to  be  carried  to  the  accounts  of  the  scholastic  year 
1887-88. 

The  receipt  for  $300  due  to  the  Mitchell  Academy  came 
too  late  to  be  inserted  in  the  list  of  Disbursements. 
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GEORGIA. 

The  Hon.  Gustavus  J.  Orr,  State  School  Commissioner, 
reports :  — 

The  year  1886  was  quite  a  successful  year  with  us  in  our 
school  work.  The  total  enrolment  in  our  public  schools  was  as 
follows  :  — 

White 196,852 

Colored 122,872 


White  and  Colored 319,724 

The  total  school  population  being  — 

White 265,548 

Colored      .     .   ' 243,174 


Total 508,722- 

The  average  attendance  upon  our  schools  last  year  was  226,407. 
This  makes  a  very  good  shoeing.  Our  great  need  is  money. 
Our  schools  are  kept  up,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  our 
fund,  only  three  months,  and  of  this  the  public  fund  pays  for 
only  about  two  and  a  half  months. 

I  feel  much  encouraged  by  the  increased  interest  exhibited 
in  public  schools  among  the  members  of  our  Legislature.  A  bill 
is  now  pending  which  taxes  property  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent 
for  common  schools.  If  passed,  it  will  give  a  net  yield  of 
$306,425.24.  The  indications  are  favorable  to  its  passage,  either 
in  its  present  form,  or  by  substitute  yielding  very  nearly  as 
much. 

Our  Institute  was  quite  successful.  The  enrolment  for  1885 
was  413.  In  1886  the  enrolment  was  559.  This  year  it  was  413. 
This  last  was  a  remarkable  attendance,  considering  the  fact  that 
at  the  opening  we  had  the  hottest  weather  experienced  at  any 
time  since  the  signal  service  was  extended  to  Atlanta,  and  this 
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was  followed  by  great  floods  of  rain,  lasting  half  the  time  of  the 
Institute,  and  rendering  travel  dangerous  by  the  many  washouts 
on  our  lines  of  railway. 

I  employed  as  instructors  Mr.  Lawton  B.  Evans,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Schools  of  Richmond  County,  including  the  city 
of  Augusta  ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Thigpen,  Principal  Boys'  High  School, 
Savannah  ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Slaton,  Associate  Principal  Boys'  High 
School,  Atlanta  ;  Rev.  Charles  Lane,  Principal  Alexander  Free 
School,  Macon  ;  Dr.  John  Hancock,  Superintendent  Schools  of 
Chilicothe,  Ohio;  and  Ex-Chancellor  Tucker,  of  our  State  Uni- 
versity; also  Mr.  Horace  Bradlee,  Dr.  L.  B.  Clifton,  and  A.  M. 
Burbank.  I  lectured  most  of  the  time  twice  a  day  myself. 
The  work  done  was  of  a  high  degree  of  excellence,  did  great 
good,  and  was  highly  appreciated. 


ALABAMA. 

The  Hon.  Solomon  Palmer,  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, makes  the  following  Report:  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  the  distri- 
bution and  disbursement  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  which 
your  honorable  Board  had  the  kindness  to  apportion  to 
Alabama. 

The  fund  from  your  Board  which  came  into  my  hands  for  the 
scholastic  year  ending  the  3oth  of  this  month  aggregated 
$5>5°°-59;  and  under  direction  of  the  Board  was  applied  as 
follows  :  — 

Florence  Normal  School  for  Whites $1,000.00 

Jacksonville  „            „         „        „         300.00 

Livingston     „            „         „        „       ( Girls)    .     .     .  200.00 

Marion           „            „         „    Colored 500.00 

Huntsville      „            „         „        „         500.00 

Tuskegee       „            „         „        „  500.00 

Total  for  State  Normal  Schools $3,000.00 
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Aid  was  given  a  few  struggling  public  schools  as  follows  : 

Peabody  School  district $300.00 

Cullman        „             „ 300.00 

Tuscaloosa 300.00 

Auburn 300.00 

Prattville 300.00 

Marion        300.00 

Decatur 150.00 

Total  amount  for  public  schools $1,950.00 

The  remaining  $550. 59  was  used  as  follows  :  — 

In  defraying  the  travelling  expenses  of  Rev.  A.  D. 
Mayo,  of  Boston,  for  eleven  weeks  while  engaged 
in  delivering  more  than  fifty  popular  addresses 
and  lectures  to  the  people  and  public  schools  of 
this  State $92.90 

The  expense  of  instructors,  etc.,  in  holding  fifteen 
Teachers'  Institutes  at  the  times  and  places  as 
given  below 457-69 

Total  for  lectures  and  Institutes      .....     $550.59 

These  Institutes  were  held  at  the  following  places  and  times, 
ten  for  white  race,  and  five  for  colored  race  :  Shilby  Springs, 
June  20-25  >  Fayette  Court-house,  June  ay-July  2  ;  Athens, 
July  18-23;  Atalla,  July  25-30;  Scottsboro,  Aug.  1-6  ;  Fauns- 
dale,  Aug.  8-13  ;  Camden,  and  one  at  Greenville,  both  Aug. 
15-20;  La  Fayette,  Aug.  22-27;  Froy,  Aug.  29~Sept.  3.  All 
these  were  for  the  white  teachers,  and  seven  of  them  were  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  T.  J.  Mitchell,  President  of  Florence  Normal, 
one  by  Prof.  J.  A.  B.  Lovett,  superintendent  of  city  schools, 
Huntsville,  one  by  Prof.  S.  H.  Bartlett,  Superintendent  of 
Montgomery  City  Schools,  and  one  by  Prof.  J  .  W.  Du  Bose, 
Principal  of  Gadsden  Public  Schools. 

Institutes  for  colored  teachers  were  held  as  follows  :  Union 
Springs,  Aug.  8-13;  Greenville,  Aug.  22-27,  — both  conducted 
by  Prof.  S.  E.  Courtney,  of  Tuskegee  Normal ;  Tuscaloosa, 
Aug.  15-20  ;  Greensboro,  Aug.  29~Sept.  3,  —  conducted  by  Prof. 
W.  B.  Paterson,  of  Marion  Normal.  Each  of  these  Institutes 
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was  held  one  week.  There  is  one  being  held  at  Huntsville 
for  the  colored  race  during  this  entire  month,  conducted  by 
Prof.  J.  A.  B.  Lovett. 

These  Institutes  were  all  reasonably  well  attended  by  the 
teachers,  and  did  much  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  especially  in  arousing  the  teachers  to  adopt 
better  methods  of  instruction  and  school  management  in  their 
schools. 

The  five  hundred  dollars  given  by  your  Board  for  Institute 
work  in  this  State  enabled  me  to  secure  a  like  sum  from  the 
State,  by  action  of  our  Legislature  last  winter,  which  was  used  in 
conjunction  with  your  appropriation  in  holding  the  above-named 
teachers'  Institutes.  I  am  sure  that  no  part  of  the  Peabody 
Fund  given  to  Alabama  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  so 
much  for  our  public-school  system  as  that  given  for  Teachers' 
Institutes.  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  one  great  need  of 
our  public  schools  is  better  qualified  and  more  skilful  teachers. 
These  Institutes,  held  for  one  week  each  in  the  different  sections 
of  the  State,  have  done  much  to  secure  this  desirable  end. 

A  full  report  of  these  Institutes,  from  the  conductors  of  them, 
will  be  printed  in  my  Annual  Report,  which  will  be  furnished  you 
in  a  few  months. 

In  conclusion,  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  my 
State,  I  sincerely  thank  your  Board  for  the  timely  and  very  lib- 
eral aid  given  by  them  to  the  cause  of  education  in  Alabama, 
and  assure  them  that  their  liberality  is  not  only  appreciated  by 
the  people,  but  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  much 
good,  especially  in  securing  for  our  public  schools  better  quali- 
fied and  professionally  trained  teachers. 

I  earnestly  hope  the  Board  will  continue  the  appropriation, 
and  should  be  glad  to  have  it  even  increased.  If  one  thousand 
dollars  are  given  by  your  Board  for  Institute  work  another  year, 
I  hope  to  secure,,  an  increase  of  our  present  State  appropriation 
to  that  sum,  which  would  enable  me  to  do  great  good  in  holding 
teachers'  Institutes.  In  fact,  more  money  is  needed  for  all  the 
purposes  for  which  aid  has  been  given  by  your  Board.  The  last 
Legislature  established  two  more  Normal  Schools,  —  one  for  each 
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race,  —  one  of  which  is  now  in  operation,  and  will  expect  some 
assistance  from  your  Fund. 

If  the  Board  should  see  proper  to  make  the  same  appropria- 
tion as  last  year,  I  would  suggest  the  following  division  :  — 

State  Normal  Schools $3,000.00 

Struggling  Graded  Schools,  Public 1,500.00 

Teachers'  Institutes 1,000.00 

This  of  course  does  not  include  the  aid  given  in 

scholarships  at  Nashville  Normal 2,600.00 


$8,100.00 


LOUISIANA. 

The  Hon.  Warren  Easton,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Education,  writes :  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  through  you,  to  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund,  as  follows  : 

The  State  of  Louisiana  has  received  the  following  amounts  from 
the  Peabody  Fund  for  the  year  ending  September,  1887  :  — 

> 
Scholarships  at  Nashville $1,600.00 

Normal  at  Natchitoches 2,000.00 

Teachers'  Institutes i  ,000.00 

Public  Schools 1,000.00 


Total $5,600.00 

Of  the  scholarships,  eight  in  number,  two  were  of  last  year's 
appointment,  and  six  of  this  year.  The  last  year's  appointees 
graduated,  both  standing  well  in  their  classes.  Three  of  those 
appointed  for  this  year  have  done  well ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  other  three  had  to  drop  back  into  the  Junior  Class.  Of 
these,  one  has  been  recommended  for  a  new  appointment  by  the 
Chancellor. 

Twenty-five  Peabody  medals  have  been  received  and  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  State.  I  find  that  these  medals  are  highly 
appreciated,  and  productive  of  much  good.  In  the  city  of  New 
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Orleans,  a  medal  is  awarded  to  each  boy  and  girl  entering  the 
High  School  from  each  respective  district.  These  medals  are 
presented  to  the  successful  candidates  in  public,  and  it  is  made 
an  occasion  of  much  pleasure.  I  think  in  all  cases  the  medals 
are  highly  prized. 

Of  Public  School  Fund,  $200  were  given  to  aid  Monroe 
School;  $200  to  Donaldsonville  ;  $125  to  Alexandria;  and  in 
the  fall  $200  will  be  given  the  Shreveport,  and  $200  to  the  New 
Iberia  Schools.  For  a  report  of  the  Institute  work  for  this  year, 
I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Report  of  Dr.  Edward  E.  Sheib,  Presi- 
dent of  State  Normal  and  conductor  of  the  Institutes,  which  is 
hereto  annexed. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  LOUISIANA,  NATCHITOCHES,  LA., 

June  27,  1887. 

To  HON.  WARREN  EASTON,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education: 

DEAR  SIR,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  Report 
of  the  third  series  of  Teachers'  Institutes  held  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  under  my  direction.  The  great  interest,  sir,  which 
you  have  manifested  in  this  work,  the  time  and  the  labor  which 
you,  in  your  capacity  of  State  Superintendent,  have  devoted  to 
these  meetings,  have  necessarily  made  you  conversant  with  all 
the  details  of  the  efforts  to  promote  the  educational  interests  of 
the  State. 

Still,  it  remains  my  duty,  as  director  of  these  Institutes,  to 
forward  to  the  State  Superintendent  a  Report  of  what  has  been 
attempted.  I  beg  you  will  pardon  me  if  in  this  Report  I  am 
obliged  to  refer  to  matters  which  are  as  well  known  to  you,  from 
personal  observation,  as  they  are  familiar  to  myself. 

It  had  been  foreseen  that  the  growth  of  the  State  Normal 
School  would  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  these  Institutes,  and 
that  the  Institutes  in'  turn  would  become  the  means  by  which 
our  people  would  be  made  acquainted  with  the  purposes  of  the 
Normal  School.  Our  experience,  since  the  inauguration  of  these 
meetings  in  May,  1885,  goes  to  show  that  these  expectations 
were  well  founded. 

During  the  months  of   May  and  June,  1886,  seven   Institutes 
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of  one  week's  duration  each  were  held  at  Atlanta,  Mansfield, 
Minden,  Monroe,  Donaldsonville,  Clinton,  and  New  Orleans. 
The  work  presented  at  these  meetings  indicated  a  marked  im- 
provement over  similar  efforts  during  the  year  preceding  (1885). 
Urgent  invitations  from  teachers  and  citizens  in  the  places 
where  Institutes  were  held  in  1886,  induced  us  to  return  to 
those  towns  in  1887  (Mansfield,  Clinton,  Donaldsonville).  The 
State  Normal  School  in  the  spring  of  1886  deplored  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  instructors,  Prof.  Earle  Grace,  one  of  the  most 
capable  teachers  in  the  State,  a  man  of  great  promise,  and  a 
generous  and  noble  gentleman.  But  for  this  serious  calamity, 
at  a  very  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  school,  the  Insti- 
tutes of  1886  would  have  produced  even  more  satisfactory 
results. 

The  faculty  of  the  Normal  School,  by  the  death  of  Prof. 
Grace,  was  reduced  to  two  persons.  It  then  became  necessary 
to  secure  people  from  outside  of  the  State  to  assist  at  the  Insti- 
tutes. Thus,  men  who  had  not  met  before,  who  had  prepared 
themselves  at  different  schools,  were  brought  together  without 
even  an  hour's  time  to  compare  opinions  and  harmonize  their 
views.  I  was  obliged  to  exercise  great  care  lest  the  ideas  of  one 
instructor  should  conflict  with  those  of  another. 

You  will,  sir,  recall  our  frequent  conversations  on  this  subject, 
and  you  will  remember  also  that  I  proposed  to  hold  the  Insti- 
tutes of  1887  with  the  assistance  of  only  such  instructors  as 
the  Louisiana  State  Normal  School  should  be  able  to  supply. 

The  liberality  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1886,  and  the 
further  aid  which  the  generosity  of  the  Honorable  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund  gave  to  the  young  Normal 
School,  made  it  possible  to  extend  the  plans  of  the  school  and 
to  employ  a  larger  corps  of  professors. 

About  the  ist  of  January  I  had  the  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  by  dividing  the  faculty  into  two  groups  it  would  be  possible 
to  hold  twelve  Institutes  in  place  of  the  six  required  by  law. 

You,  sir,  will  remember  that  from  the  first  I  have  maintained 
that  to  identify  the  school  with  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  to 
build  up  a  corps  of  professors  closely  associated  with  the  school, 
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if  possible  to  select  these  instructors  from  among  those  who 
graduated  at  the  Normal,  would  be  the  true  policy  of  this  Insti- 
tution. Accordingly,  I  have  selected  teachers  from 'other  States 
only  where  instructors  equally  proficient  could  not  be  secured 
in  Louisiana.  I  devoted  every  spare  moment  to  the  graduates 
of  the  previous  year,  three  in  number,  and  I  gave  much  attention 
to  several  other  students  who  possessed  the  ability  and  the  in- 
dustry to  fit  themselves  for  positions  in  the  "  Practice  Depart- 
ment "  of  the  Normal  School.  You,  sir,  can  appreciate  how  great 
was  the  work  imposed  upon  me  when  I  undertook  to  prepare 
these  young  teachers  for  the  Institutes ;  and  I  take  this  occasion 
to  express  to  you  my  esteem  and  my  appreciation  for  the  support 
and  the  co-operation  which  you  have  ever  been  ready  to  lend 
me,  and  without  which  the  Institutes  of  the  present  season  could 
not  have  been  brought  to  the  same  successful  termination. 

The  Normal  School  to-day  employs,  besides  the  president  of 
the  faculty,  eight  instructors.  Of  these,  six  are  native  Louisi- 
anians,  five  are  graduates  of  the  Normal  School,  and  only  two 
were  called  from  other  States  to  fill  positions  in  the  Normal 
department.  The  corps  of  teachers  engaged  in  Institute  work 
during  the  months  of  May  and  June  was  divided  into  two  groups. 
The  one  group,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Alby  L.  Smith,  who 
came  here  from  Illinois,  assisted  by  Miss  Nette  Rousseau,  of 
Iowa,  and  Miss  Mary  Washington,  a  graduate  of  last  year,  held 
Institutes  at  Ruston,  Bastrop,  Clinton,  Amite  City. 

'The  Institutes  at  Mansfield,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles,  New 
Iberia,  Houma,  and  Donaldsonville  were  conducted  under  my 
personal  supervision.  My  assistants  were.  Miss  Sallie  Phillips, 
Miss  Leonora  Walmsley,  and  Miss  Emma  Oswalt,  all  graduates 
of  the  Normal,  and  for  the  first  time  engaged  in  this  work.  At 
Mansfield  and  at  Donaldsonville  I  was  joined  by  the  group  under 
Prof.  Smith,  and  assisted  by  Miss  Rousseau  and  Mr.  Smith, 
together  with  the  ladies  who  accompanied  me.  The  Institute  at 
Many  was  held  by  three  ladies,  all  of  them  graduates  of  the 
school.  Nothing,  sir,  gives  me  more  pleasure  than  to  testify  to 
you  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  these  young  graduates  of 
the  Normal  completed  their  difficult  work. 
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The  careful  supervision  of  all  that  was  to  be- presented  at  the 
Institutes  had  a  most  beneficial  effect.  The  different  lectures 
and  talks  were  closely  connected,  and  a  common  purpose  was 
pursued  by  similar  roads.  Hence  the  Institutes  of  this  year 
were  in  every  way,  where  I  was  able  to  observe,  superior  to  all 
previous  meetings  of  the  kind  held  in  the  State. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Institutes  of  1885  it  was  said  that  in 
estimating  the  good  done  in  these  Institutes,  there  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  several  points,  — 

(1)  The  technical  instruction  in  methods  of  teaching. 

(2)  The  organization  of  associations  for  the  encouragement 
of  our  public  schools. 

(3)  The  influencing  of  public   opinion   in  favor  of   universal 
education,  —  a  thing  so  much  needed  in  Louisiana. 

These  points  have  been  kept  constantly  in  mind  during  the 
present  year.  Particularly  have  I  devoted  much  attention  to 
pointing  out  to  the  people  the  importance  of  supplanting  the 
unsatisfactory  elementary  schools  as  they  exist  at  present  by 
carefully  graded  schools.  These  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain. 
In  New  Iberia  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  are 
at  hand,  and  a  principal  of  all  the  schools  of  New  Iberia, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  grade  the  schools,  will  be  appointed 
before  September  next.  Similar  steps  were  taken  in  Lake 
Charles,  Houma,  and  Lafayette.  If  nothing  else  had  been 
accomplished,  I  think,  sir.  this  would  be  sufficient  reason  for 
congratulation. 

But  throughout  the  State  I  observe  a  greater  interest  in  the 
matter  of  schools,  more  disposition  to  appropriate  money  for  their 
support,  and  a  growing  demand  for  carefully  trained  teachers. 

No  one  who  is  not  able  to  look  back  two  or  three  years  and 
recall  the  indifference  manifested  at  that  time  in  almost  every 
parish  can  fully  appreciate  the  great  advancement  which  has  been 
made.  So  much  remains  to  be  done  that  it  might  seem  as  if  I 
overestimate  the  accomplished  work.  The  truth  is  that  no  one 
who  has  not  passed  over  the  State,  as  we  had  occasion  to  do,  could 
form  an  even  approximately  correct  opinion  of  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  our  schools  two  or  three  years  ago.  The  sale  of  edu- 
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cational  works  and  the  number   of    subscriptions  to  educational 
journals  have  greatly  increased. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  introduce  at  this  point  Prof.  A.  L.  Smith's 
Report  of  the  Institutes  which  he  conducted  at  Ruston,  Bastrop, 
Clinton,  and  Amite  City. 

To  Dr.  EDW.  E.  SHEIB, 

President  Slate  Arormal  School  of  Louisiana  : 

DEAR  SIR, —  The  Ruston  Institute  was  held  in  the  school-house, 
and  much  of  the  work  was  practically  illustrated,  as  the  children  took 
part  in  the  work.  The  teachers  in  attendance  numbered  thirty-six. 
A  great  deal  of  interest  was  shown  in  the  books  we  had  to  exhibit,  a 
large  number  were  ordered,  as  well  as  many  subscriptions  given  to  the 
educational  journals.  The  people  of  the  town  attended,  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  teachers  in  that  parish  will  have  to  do  good  work  and 
improve  themselves  in  the  future. 

Bastrop  had  a  small  number  of  teachers,  only  twenty-one ;  but  the 
great  interest  taken  by  the  citizens  more  than  made  up  for  the  small 
number.  Morehouse  Parish  has  a  large  school-fund,  and  pays  al- 
most twice  as  much  to  good  teachers  as  other  parishes.  Some 
Normal  work  has  been  done  there,  and  they  want,  and  are  going  to 
have,  Normal  workers  in  the  future. 

Contrary  to  Bastrop,  the  teachers  at  Clinton  numbered  fifty,  and 
the  interest  shown  by  the  people  was  small.  Most  of  the  teachers 
were  young  A  summer  training-school  for  two  months  is  what  they 
need  in  Clinton.  The  teachers  took  away  perhaps  some  enthusiasm, 
but  little  of  the  methods,  —  they  did  not  seem  ready  to  give  up  the 
old ;  and  perhaps  that  feeling  was  felt  in  the  city,  as  the  schools  did 
not  close,  and  the  teachers  attend  as  in  all  of  the  other  towns. 

At  Amite  City  was  the  last  and  most  enthusiastic  meeting,  though 
the  work  was  incomplete  from  lack  of  time.  Over  fifty  teachers  came, 
—  many  from  neighboring  parishes;  the  people  seemed  determined  to 
come,  whether  it  rained  or  not.  Colonel  Garland  did  all  in  his  power 
to  make  the  Institute  a  success,  and  succeeded.  Four  parishes  were 
represented  both  by  teachers  and  parish  superintendents. 

The  people  socially  and  in  the  school  work  helped  in  a  cordial 
manner,  and  we  expect  a  large  number  of  students  from  Amite  in 
October. 

The  Institutes  certainly  did  much  good  ;  they  set  the  people  and 
teachers  to  thinking.  This  was  evinced  by  the  pertinent  questions 
asked  about  methods,  and  the  large  amount  of  educational  literature 
examined  and  subscribed  to. 
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Much  more  good  can  now  be  accomplished  by  either  placing  a  Nor- 
mal worker  in  a  parish  for  a  month,  or  holding  a  summer  Normal  in 

the  State. 

(Signed)  ALBY  L.  SMITH. 

The  accompanying  summary  is  taken  from  the  registers  of  names 
of  teachers  attending  the  different  Institutes.  The  registers  of 
Many  and  Amite  City  fail  to  state  which  teachers  were  white,  and 
which  colored.  The  whole  number  of  teachers  present  has  there- 
fore been  counted  as  white  in  those  instances. 

Places  at  which  Institutes  were  held  :  Mansfield,  Many,  La- 
fayette, Huston.  Lake  Charles,  Bastrop,  New  Iberia,  Clinton, 
Houma,  Amite  City,  and  Donaldsonville. 

Instructors :  Dr.  E.  E.  Sheib,  President  of  Louisiana  State 
Normal.  Director  :  Prof.  Alby  L.  Smith,  Miss  Sallie  Phillips,  Miss 
Nette  Rousseau,  Miss  Leonora  Walmsley,  Miss  Mary  Washington, 
Miss  Emma  Oswalt,  assisted  in  every  instance  by  the  State  Super- 
intendent Public  Education. 

Mansfield.       White  ...  34  Colored 21 

Many    ..."  ...  15  "           

Lafayette  .     .     "  ...  25  "          n 

Ruston       .     .     "  ...  31  "          4 

Lake  Charles      "  .     .     .  10  "          

Bastrop     .     .     "  ...  49  "          3 

New  Iberia    .     "  ...  20  "          14 

Clinton      .     .     "  ...  38  "          13 

Houma      .     .     "  ...  30  "          20 

Amite  City     .     "  ...  48  "          

Donaldsonville   "  •     •     •  35  "          25 


305  "  i 

305 


Total       416 

Almost  broken  down  with  the  work  of  the  past  year,  I  bring 
this  Report  to  a  close.  But  I  look  back,  sir,  with  satisfaction  ;  and 
that  which  has  been  accomplished  more  than  compensates  for  the 
worry,  the  annoyance,  and  the  fatigue. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  calling  your  attention  to 
a  subject  which  you  and  I  have  had  under  consideration  for  some 
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time  ;  I  beg  that  you  will  present  this  matter  to  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund,  since  without  assistance 
from  that  quarter  we  cannot  look  for  an  early  realization  of  our 
hopes.  When  first  the  work  of  the  Institutes  was  commenced  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  we  fully  comprehended  the  necessity  of 
substituting,  after  a  while,  in  the  place  of  these  meetings  of  one 
week's  duration,  something  more  complete,  more  detailed,  and 
more  satisfactory. 

We  have  every  reason  for  being  pleased  with  the  results  obtained 
at  the  Institutes  held  in  this  State.  At  the  same  time,  apart  from 
an  increased  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  the  good  results 
which  grow  out  of  the  suggestions  presented  to  the  visiting  teach- 
ers, it  must  be  admitted  that  very  little  that  partakes  of  a  per- 
manent nature  could  be  accomplished  within  the  time  devoted  to 
these  meetings. 

Mainly  there  has  been  awakened  a  desire  to  improve,  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher ;  a  demand  for  efficient  teachers,  on  the  part 
of  the  public. 

I  do  now  consider  it  quite  possible  to  bring  together  for  six 
weeks  during  each  summer  a  large  proportion  of  the  most  ener- 
getic of  these  teachers.  Possibly,  if  arrangements  could  be  made, 
for  the  present  the  State  Normal  School,  with  its  class-rooms, 
appliances,  etc.,  would  be  the  most  convenient  place  at  which  to 
attempt  a  summer  Normal. 

The  situation  is  fine,  the  country  healthy.  The  instructors  of 
the  Normal  would  feel  themselves  at  home,  and  would  do  better 
work.  Within  a  year  or  two  this  summer  school  would  attract 
teachers  from  the  adjoining  States.  In  short,  sir,  I  believe  that  the 
adoption  of  some  plan  of  this  kind  would  be  productive  of  a  far 
greater  amount  of  good  than  the  Institutes  of  the  present.  If  it 
should  be  found  to  be  advisable  to  continue  the  Institutes  for  a 
few  years  until  every  parish  shall  be  prepared  to  hold  an  Insti- 
tute at  least  once  a  year,  a  few  of  the  instructors  of  the  Normal 
might  be  detailed  for  that  purpose  without  seriously  affecting  the 
efficiency  of  the  summer  Normal. 

I  beg  you,  my  dear  sir,  to  give  this  matter  your  very  careful  con- 
sideration ;  and  should  you  approve  of  this  plan,  I  beg  that  you 
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will  direct  to  it  the  attention  of  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Peabody  Fund,  and  that  you  will  solicit  such  assistance  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  project. 

I  further  beg  that  you  state  to  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Peabody  Fund  that  the  students  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Normal,  as  well  as  the  President  of  the  Institution,  are  fully  con- 
scious of  their  obligation  to  the  Honorable  Board  for  the  assist- 
ance extended  to  the  school  during  the  past  and  previous  years. 

Finally,  sir,  I  wish  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your 
untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  schools  of  the  State. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  and  hope  that  you,  too,  may  find  in  the 
consciousness  of  having  contributed  so  much  to  one  of  the  noblest 
of  works  more  than  a  recompense  for  the  innumerable  provoca- 
tions, delays,  and  disappointments. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  E.  SHEIB, 

President  Facility,  Louisiana  State  Normal. 


WEST   VIRGINIA. 

The  Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Morgan,  Superintendent  of  Free 
Schools,  makes  the  following  interesting  Report:  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  you  my  preliminary  Report  of  the 
distribution  of  the  Peabody  Fund  assigned  to  West  Virginia  for 
the  present  year,  and  the  character  of  the  work  done  through  this 
fund  in  the  Institutes  and  Normal  Schools  to  which  it  has  been 
applied. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  continued  progress  of  the  whole  school 
work  of  the  State.  Interest  and  enthusiasm  are  shown  in  every 
branch  of  the  school  system,  and  this  is  largely  due  to  the  stimulus 
given  the  teachers  through  the  Normal  Schools  and  Institutes  to 
which  the  Peabody  Fund  is  applied.  The  interest  in  schools  was 
reflected  last  winter  in  the  legislature  by  more  liberal  laws  affecting 
education.  Liberal  appropriations  were  secured  for  improvements 
in  the  Normal  School  buildings,  apparatus,  etc. 
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These  schools,  of  which  we  have  seven,  including  one  for  colored 
teachers  are  sending  out  each  year  a  fine  corps  of  trained  teach- 
ers, and  are  increasing  in  influence  and  working  capacity.  The 
following  table,  from  the  Regents'  Report  for  1886,  is  appended, 
showing  the  enrolment  and  numbers  graduating  each  year  since 
1869-70.  The  total  enrolment  for  1885-86  was  687  ;  for  1886- 
87,  727,  —  showing  a  healthy  growth.  Several  of  these  schools 
are  doing  a  large  work  beyond  what  the  limited  appropriation 
pays  for. 

Both  Fairmont  and  Marshall  College  earned  more  than  a  thou- 
sand dollars  each  above  the  amount  received  from  the  State.  To 
supply  such  deficiencies  and  the  scaling  of  salaries,  etc.,  I  have 
applied  the  Normal  School  money  received  from  your  Board. 

TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 

The  teachers  in  many  of  our  interior  counties  cannot  attend 
the  Normal  Schools.  At  an  average  salary  of  $30  per  month  for 
only  four  months  in  the  year,  they  barely  eke  out  a  scanty  existence 
by  following  other  pursuits  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

To  meet  these  teachers  with  some  Normal  training,  and  give 
them  an  inspiration  for  the  year's  work,  Institutes  have  been  organ- 
ized in  every  county  in  the  State  ;  and  in  some  counties  where  there 
is  a  large  number  of  teachers,  two  Institutes  have  been  held. 

It  is  yet  too  early  to  have  all  the  official  Reports  and  statistics  in 
and  examined.  I  have  personally  visited  many  of  these  Institutes 
during  the  summer,  and  through  preliminary  Reports  I  can  say 
that  the  work  has  been  done  satisfactorily,  and  at  the  smallest 
possible  expense. 

My  plan  of  work  for  the  year  has  been  to  secure  the  best  talent 
obtainable  for  the  means  we  had  to  spare,  and  distribute  such  men 
as  Prof.  W.  H.  Payne,  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  Dr.  M.  A. 
Newell,  of  Baltimore,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
others,  at  convenient  points  through  the  State  to  conduct  Pea- 
body  Institutes,  assisted  by  some  bright  local  instructors. 

I  have  urged  county  superintendents  and  county  Institute  in- 
structors to  attend,  and  have  sent  these  to  hold  the  county  Insti- 
tutes while  fresh  and  full  of  the  spirit. 
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Most  interesting  Institutes  have  been  held  at  Martinsburg, 
Charleston,  Point  Pleasant,  Fairmont,  Union,  Keyser,  Philippi, 
and  other  places.  The  work  for  the  year  is  not  yet  over,  and  a 
complete  financial  and  statistical  Report  cannot  yet  be  made.  I 
will  endeavor  to  do  so  at  an  early  date.  I  contemplate  an  inter- 
esting Institute  at  Wheeling  later  on.  Over  fifty  Institutes  have 
already  been  held,  and  we  shall  probably  have  ten  more.  The 
enrolment  will  be  large,  and  it  is  remarked  how  many  new  teachers 
are  attending. 

The  following  is  the  enrolment  of  a  few  of  the  preceding  years  : 

1881     . 4,410  1884 •.     .    4,975 

1882 4,699  1885 5,711 

1883 4,545  1886 6,088 

FINANCIAL. 

Owing  to  my  illness  for  several  weeks,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
examine  Reports,  and  pay  all  the  instructors,  and  apportion  the 
Normal  School  where  it  belongs.  This  will  be  done  in  a  short 
time,  and  detailed  statements  and  vouchers  sent  you. 

CONCLUSION. 

During  the  past  two  years  I  have  urgently  requested  that  you 
give  West  Virginia  as  large  aid  as  possible,  or  as  might  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  resources  of  your  Fund.  I  did  this  believing 
that  West  Virginia  was  one  of  the  best  fields  in  the  South  for  the 
application  of  the  Peabody  Fund. 

I  urged  that  you  raise  it,  if  possible,  to  three  thousand  dollars ; 
which  sum  you  were  kind  enough  to  send,  and  for  which  I  and 
my  people  are  gratefully  appreciative.  I  may  be  able  yet  to 
economize  this  year  in  the  use  of  the  fund  remaining  on  hand. 
I  therefore  do  not  feel  that  I  can  urge  my  claim  for  three  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  next  year,  provided  there  are  other  fields  that  seem 
to  need  it  more.  However,  I  assure  you  it  could  be  expended 
with  splendid  results  in  this  State,  and  I  leave  the  matter  of  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  to  yourself,  hoping  that  it  will  be  as 
liberal  as  you  can  make  it. 


Distribution  of  Income  of  the  Fund  since  Oct.  I,  1886. 

ALABAMA. 

Scholarships $2,600 

Normal  Schools 4,000 

Public  Schools 1,000 

Institutes 5°° 

$8, 100 

ARKANSAS. 

Scholarships $2,000 

Public  Schools - 9°° 

Institutes 1,5°° 

4,400  .. 

GEORGIA. 

Scholarships $2,800 

Public  Schools 500 

Institutes 1,500 

4,800 

LOUISIANA. 

Scholarships $1,600 

Normal  School 2,000 

Public  Schools 1,000 

Institutes 1,000 

5,600 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Scholarships $2,800 

Public  Schools 1,700 

Institutes 1,000 

5,500 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Scholarships $2,000 

Claflin  Normal  School 1,000 

Public  Schools 7,9°° 

Institutes 1,000 

11,900 

$40,300 
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Brought  forward $40,300 

.-'      i 


TENNESSEE. 

Scholarships $2,800 

Normal  College 9>5°° 

Institutes    ....'.. 1,200 


TEXAS. 

Scholarships    . $1,800 

Normal  School 2,500 


.IP: 


13.500 


- 


' 


VIRGINIA. 


4,300 


Scholarships    .     .     .     .     ..--.• $2,800 

Normal  Schools 2,500 

Institutes    .          .     . 2,000 


, 
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.  WEST  VIRGINIA. 
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Scholarships  ; 

.  Si  600 

Normal  Schools 

I  OOO 

. 

•  t\ 

J.J.  . 

........... 

4,600 

. 
. 

Total     . 

$70,000 

'X 

re  •  \      .      . 

» 

' 

SAMUEL 

A.    GREEN 

!  •<      •'' 
' 

' 

General  Agent  pro  tern. 

'•  ..,-"-'••_ 

BOSTON,  October  i,  1887. 
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